Matthew 1:1-17 - Preparing for the King of Christmas

A new beginning in the long-promised King (1,17)
1) The Kingdom promised (2-6a)
2) The Kingdom lost (6b-11)
3) The Kingdom hope (12-16)

¢ Know God's promises

®  Trust God’s promises

* Beincluded in God's promises

Notices

1) Giving towards Weekend Away costs

If you are able, and have not already done so, please remember to give your contribution
towards the cost of the church weekend away. Details on how to do this can be found on
the ‘Giving’ page on our website. If you have any questions, do not hesitate to get in
touch with the church finance team (finance@sjdh.org)

2) Women'’s Christmas Drinks (Thursday 7th December)

Following the success of last years women'’s drinks event, do de thinking and praying about
who you might invite - that your friends might meet your church family and hear a short
talk on what Christmas is really all about. If you would like to help bake cookies for the
event, please contact Edie Rajguru (rajguru@btinternet.com)

3) Licensing service for Tom Watts (Thursday 4th January, 7:30pm)

We hope many of the church will be able to attend the Licensing Service of the Rev'd Tom
Watts as the new Senior Minister of St John's, conducted by the Bishop of
Edmonton, on Thursday 4th January at 7.30pm. The service will be followed by drinks and
a light supper. Please RSVP to Kerry (office@sjdh.org)

4) Easter Holiday Club 2018 (Tuesday 10th - Friday 13th April)

Our Easter Holiday Bible Club is for all primary school children and will run in the mornings.
If you'd like more information about what happens, please speak to Kerry Jones, Gareth &
Siobhan Burns, or Tom Brown. In previous years we have had helpers from all ages and we
will need lots of help this year too - you don't have to commit to the full week, if you can
do one or two days that would also be great! This year we will be using the Mega Makers!
material from Scripture Union, based on Matthew's Gospel. It explores the theme of
inventions, and that the more we discover about God, the bigger his love for us will seem.

5) Summer Venture Camp (21st to 27th August, 2018)

Going to camp is a fantastic way for kids to have fun, make friends and learn more about
Jesus. This is a great camp for 10-13 year olds and comes highly recommended! Bookings
open in January - get in there early!

Further Application Questions - Matthew 1:1-17

* To what extent do you let your past define you - for good or ill?

*  Matthew is writing to a largely Jewish audience, disappointed at how the past few
hundred years have gone. How does verse 1 suggest a new beginning for them?

*  Why has Matthew divided his genealogy into these three blocks (2-6a, 6b-11, 12-16)?

e Who are the glorious heroes of the past? Who are you surprised to see included?

*  How might Matthew’s introduction encourage you to read the Old Testament?

*  How might Matthew’s introduction help you deal with disappointment and injustice?
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